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HIGH CLASS PHARMACY.* 
BY J. LRON GASCOFF. 

We pharmacists all know the truemeaning of the term High Class Pharmacy. 
Unfortunately the public often labors under the mistaken idea that a High Class 
Pharmacy is represented entirely by a window display of widely advertised per- 
fumes, or by the modern lunch counter with its shining brasses and glossy ma- 
hogany; and, in the rear of the store, we find a few drugs and pharmaceuticals. 

What is truly meant by High C h s  Pharmacy? After all, t h i s  profession, 
regarded as one of the noblest in the days of the medieval apothecary, has reached 
the state when such a thing as a drugless drug store has become a reality. For- 
tunately, the New York State Department of Education forbade these stores from 
using the term drug store in New York, but they are known as patent medicine 
and perfumery shops. 

The very existence of these shops is due to the fact that the pharmacists 
neglected the professional side of pharmacy and stressed the merchandising, there- 
by making the shop lose its individuality and making it in many respects no 
different from these perfume shops. The greed of the pharmacist in many cases 
made him forget his professional dutybecause of the attraction of “quick turnovers,” 
“free goods” and high pressure salesmanship. 

I recall the remarks of Dr. J. Solis Cohen on “The Function of the True 
Pharmacist.” He said, “It seems to me that a larger and nobler meaning should 
be given to the term pharmacist. The true pharmacist has a function to fulfill- 

* Section on Practical Pharmacy and Dispensing. A. Pa. A.. Portland, Me., 1928. 


